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rilling activity has slowed

considerably in the Fayette-

ville Shale Play due to the
decline in natural gas prices in re-
cent years. In February, Southwest-
ern Energy announced that it had put
its assets in this gas-producing area
of Arkansas on the auction block.
There’s still enough ac¢tion in the
Damascus area, though, that I was
told to loo(l:(hf(l)r Whittt:l Smpaﬂungnhwestfm
Energy pickups in the ing lot.
'Ihai’gyhowlmuldknowﬂxatlhad
reached Rabbit Ridge Farms in time
for Wednesday lunch.

Podcast partner Paul Austin and
I leave at 10 a.m. after teaching our
summer class for LifeQuest of Ar-
kansas at the Second Presbyterian
Church in west Little Rock. We head
north out of Conway on US. 65 and
take a left at Damascus on Arkansas
ZSS.Wedﬁvgfabuutﬁvemilstothe
community of Rabbit Ridge. We take
aright onto a gravel road, and in less
than a mile we see the large Rabbit
Ridge Farms special-events venue in
the middle of a pasture. Just as prom-
ised, there are the En-

ergy trucks as employees show up
for lunch.

“All of this protein s from Rabbit
Ridge,” he says as he brings our plates
out of the kitchen.

Rabbit Ridge is in a hilly area
where Faulkner, Van Buren and Con-
t.biswasnatumll gas country, it was
dairy country. I can
]argetankmofnﬁlkonﬂidlwg
when my father, who loved to
bhunt in the area, would bring me

ban areas,” Jodie i
fm-theﬁngyclopediao Arkansas
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at Rabbit Rice

trip to buy o:.¢ pig turned into the
purchase of seven sows, a boar and
Rex sevtie@ Rigllzt:t. Chickens were added
to mix ear.
Nelson :
he couple was at a festival in
Little Rock promoting Rab-

bit Ridge’s beef and pork on
History & Culture. “Dairy cows on a July day two years ago when the

increased from 349,000in 1930 temperature topped 100 degrees.
to 482,000 in 1943, with milk per cow “There was a kids’ karaoke stage
of 2,880 pounds a year. At that point, on one side of us and a dog park on
milk per cow began a steady increase the other,” Alan Mahan says. “Tt was
as dairy cows’ numbers declined. ... miserable. We decided there had to
Central Arkansas Milk Producers, a be a better way to sell these prod-
milk-marketing cooperative, playeda ucts.”
prominent role in the 1960s and 1970s
in the consolidation of milk-market-
ing cooperatives, as its leaders and farm. The Venue at Rabbit Ridge
managers were integral to the for- Farms can handle events with up
mation of Associated Milk Producers to 400 people in attendance.

There
illw-,atonetin}ethelalmst_naﬁon- are four bedrooms for those who

Rather than going to festivals,
Mahan chese to bring people to the

no 1 breakfasts are advertised on the
payments to politicians as they tried farm’s social media sites. :

“We bring chefs here along with
the other people we sell to,” Mahan
says. “Before we built this, we had

in the

i

Efi;'
i
|
it

|

!
H

£

|

H
Hi




